Welcome to the Jewish Youth Connection (JYC)

We are very pleased to be welcoming our students and parents to the JYC after what we hope was a relaxing and fun‑filled summer.

Inside this handbook, you will find information about our program's goals and policies, as well as a 2011– 2012 JYC Special Events Calendar.  We will meet only on Sundays, unless otherwise indicated on the Events Calendar.  

We at the JYC have been busy preparing for a successful and stimulating 2011-2012 school year.

We are looking forward to sharing family Holiday and Shabbat celebrations.  We are excited to be offering a series of Parent Workshops, Holiday gatherings and Shabbat celebrations. We encourage all parents to attend. 
This year we are pleased to welcome back many of our teachers from last year as well as welcome many new teachers. We have some returning Big Brothers and Sisters and we welcome new Columbia University, Yeshiva University, and Stern College students to our program.  The entire JYC faculty and staff are looking forward to sharing a year of Jewish learning and growth with all of you.

As you look through our Calendar, you will see that there are many family-learning events planned.  These are opportunities for you to share in the learning your child is experiencing at the JYC.  These programs will help to enable everyone in our community to enhance the relevancy and meaningfulness of our students' Jewish learning in their families' lives.

We have worked very hard to plan these programs for our students.  But we also need your help and cooperation.  We need feedback from you on an ongoing basis so that we can continue to improve the JYC programs.  We need your support in enforcing basic policies and in teaching your children the importance of a religious education.  We need you to help your children with their homework and review so that their Jewish learning is reinforced at home. 
We look forward eagerly to the coming year, a year when all of us ‑‑ students, parents and faculty ‑‑ will study together in a warm and nurturing environment, and will be stimulated and excited by the learning which takes place at the JYC.

Rabbi Elie Weinstock


Tzivia Kramer



Arriving Promptly
The JYC meets on Sundays from 9:30 am ‑ 12:00 pm. Out of consideration for your children's teachers and classmates, please be sure that your children arrive on time. (Juniors group finish class at 11:00 and Bar/Bat mitzvah finish at 11:30)
Arrival and Dismissal

Arrival and dismissal will take place from the first floor lobby of the Ramaz building.  Parents will drop off their children in the lobby and the teachers will bring them upstairs to the classroom.  There will be JYC staff in the lobby to escort the children to their appropriate class rooms.  Dismissal will take place at 12:00 from the lobby. (JYC Juniors finish class at 11:00am).  Please arrive promptly to pick up your child.

Good Attendance
If the children are to benefit from their studies at the JYC, good attendance is an absolute must.  We hope that we will have your full cooperation in ensuring that your child has a good attendance record at the JYC.  It is important to notify us of any known absences in advance, so that your child's Big Brother or Big Sister can be informed that their student will not be here. You can contact JYC via e-mail at JYCSunday@gmail.com or by phone at 212-794-1592. 

Encouraging Good Behavior
Learning cannot take place in an unruly environment.  Therefore, classroom discipline is essential.  Each class will have its own set of behavior guidelines set by the teacher. These behavior guidelines for the class will be clearly explained and enforced in the classroom.
Good behavior is a matter of mutual respect within the school community.  Please help your children learn to respect themselves, their teachers, and their classmates.  By showing an active interest in your child's studies, you can help your child understand that Sunday School is important and that appropriate classroom conduct is required and expected.
Discipline Policy
The JYC views discipline as a part of the environment of mutual respect, cooperation and active learning we strive to create with our students and teachers.  Classroom teachers will work together with their students to design and clarify the rules and consequences necessary for healthy and productive learning.  Our school's curriculum, programming and teacher and tutor development are all designed to inspire a setting in which the Jewish concept of "menschlekite" is the norm in interaction among students and between teachers and students.

Bringing Food to the JYC
Students may not bring snacks of any kind to the JYC.  Thanks to the generosity of the Board, snacks will be provided by the JYC. 
Homework
While we do not want to burden your already busy children with too much homework, meaningful education requires review and reinforcement.  To this end, your children's teachers will be assigning homework on a regular basis.  Homework assignments will generally take no longer than 15 minutes for your child to complete.  Your child's active review, especially in his or her Hebrew language studies, will reinforce the work done with the teacher in the classroom.

There is another very important reason for assigning homework.   It provides an excellent opportunity for you to make your child's Jewish studies a shared experience.  Jewish education at its best is a partnership between the school and the family.  When you review your child's homework and listen to your child read Hebrew, you impart an invaluable lesson to your child about the importance that your family attaches to Jewish learning.  It will also give you greater insights about what your child is learning at the JYC and a chance to discuss some of these issues with your child.  In the process, you may learn many things you never knew about Jewish life.

If you feel that our child is not getting enough homework, or is getting too much, please contact your child's teacher or the Educational Director.

Dressing for the JYC
All students are expected to dress casually but appropriately for the JYC.  Since the children will be studying religious subjects and are in a synagogue, they should dress in a way that shows respect for these important institutions of Jewish life.  Please have your son wear a Kippah. (Kippahs are available at the Synagogue entrance.)
Communication Between Parents and Teachers
You are encouraged to get to know your child's teacher and Big Brother/Big Sister and to talk to them informally and often about your child's learning experience at the JYC. Your child will be receiving a progress report twice a year; December and May.
School Cancellations
You will receive a telephone call on Sunday morning if there is an unexpected school cancellation.  Parents will also receive a weekly email notifying them of the coming week’s schedule. The JYC email is JYC@ckj.org.
Special Programming

Holiday Celebrations
There will be school‑wide programs, which usually include the entire family, to celebrate Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Shabbat, Hanukkah, Tu B'Shvat, Purim, Passover and Shavuot.  The JYC community will commemorate Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) and will also celebrate Yom Ha'Atzmaut (Israeli Independence Day) and Lag B'Omer.

These programs are all listed on the JYC Calendar.  Please mark your calendars and plan on attending!

Bnei Mitzvah Tutoring
At JYC, we strive to maintain personal relationships with each family. As your child’s big day approaches, we want to do all that we can to help make this an easy and enjoyable experience. JYC families are welcome to have the ceremony at KJ in one of the Beginners Program services with Rabbi Weinstock.  If you are affiliated with another synagogue or planning your celebration elsewhere, JYC is willing and able to help your child prepare for his/her Bnei Mitzvah. 
This year we have revamped the Bnei Mitzvah program and have included many volunteer opportunities and trips. This will allow your children to gain valuable leadership building opportunities and experiences.  We are also offering optional tutoring sessions for Bnei mitzvah.  It will be offered at an additional cost, and may take place at the synagogue or at your home for your convenience. For more information about this program, contact Tzivia Kramer. 

If you are planning a Bar/Bat mitzvah this year, please contact Tzivia Kramer to discuss any questions/comments/concerns.  
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